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2026 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

The Economic Opportunity Institute is committed to
building an economy that truly works for everyone. Our
legislative priorities this year reflect our commitment
to preserving and strengthening essential state

services that Washingtonians rely on, like affordable
health care and education, and to lay the groundwork
for the next decade with a major step towards a fairer
tax code.

PROGRESSIVE REVENUE

Our state budget supports everyday essentials that we all rely on and value:
education, public transportation, quality health care, and paid leave programs. But
it’s not paid for equally. We have one of the most upside-down tax systems in the
nation, where working people pay far more of their income in taxes than
millionaires.

That’s why, this legislative session, we’re fighting to pass a Millionaires Tax.

Millionaires Tax: Taxing incomes over $1 million at a rate of 9.99% will
bring in roughly $3.7 billion in revenue each year to fund K-12 education,
higher education, and health care. This tax affects only 22,000
households earning over $1 million in income each year and recaptures
some of the tax cuts from from the federal H.R. 1 bill, which provides the
richest 1% with an average tax break of $90,850. This will rebalance our
tax code and increase affordability by funding the needs of everyday
Washingtonians.

A Millionaires Tax will fund strong public-school education, affordable and
quality health care, efficient public transportation, and clean air.
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HEALTH CARE

High and unpredictable health care costs are forcing thousands of
Washingtonians to go uninsured, skip treatment, and cut medication doses — and
it’s only getting worse. Costs are far outpacing inflation, what people can afford,
and what states can subsidize.

We are facing the loss of billions of dollars in federal health care funding over the
next decade and over 450,000 Washingtonians will lose access to health care as
a result of federal policy changes. We’re going to do something about it.

Apple Health Employer Fee: Everyone should be able to access
affordable health care, regardless of where they live or work.
Washington is facing the loss of billions of dollars in federal funding over
the next decade. Meanwhile, many of our state's largest and most
profitable corporations employ tens of thousands of workers who are
enrolled in Medicaid. These corporations also benefit from federal tax
breaks and rely on taxpayers to subsidize employee health care costs.

This bill would establish a fee paid by corporations that would help
ensure that wealthy firms contribute what they owe toward the health
care costs of their employees, while protecting Washington’s health care
system and promoting greater economic equity.

The AHEF funds will be put into a new account to protect critical health
services in Washington.

Corporate Practice of Medicine: The dangers of private equity influence
on health care are well documented. Private equity hospital profiteering
has resulted in dangerous conditions, closures, higher prices, and
reduced access to services.

This bill codifies corporate practice of medicine protections to keep
patient health decisions in the hands of licensed clinicians rather than
external financial investors. By prohibiting corporations from taking over
medical practice decisions, this bill helps protect patients and doctors
from corporate investor influence - like when private equity firms
pressure clinics to maximize profits or cut corners.

CPOM will help prevent increased costs, hospital closures, and patient
deaths and maintain safe, affordable, and patient centered care.



